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“The defeat of  a nuclear pow-
er in a conventional war may 
trigger a nuclear war. Nuclear 
powers have never lost major 
conflicts on which their fate de-
pends.”  

  - Former Russian President
   Demitry Medvedev in warning
   NATO earlier today.

In BanksWorld, Daniels is a ‘RINO’
Banks enters ‘24 INSen
race with preemptive
strike on Mitch Daniels
By BRIAN A. HOWEY
 INDIANAPOLIS – U.S. Rep. Jim Banks 
had predicted a Republican tsunami last Spring, 

but after that gusher 
was reduced to a 
trickle in November, 
this ambitious law-
maker from Columbia 
City has been on a de-
molition derby course.

	 He	had	flirted	with	a	run	for	governor,	
but deferred to Sen. Mike Braun when the lat-
ter declared for that open seat in November. 
He dabbled in House leadership in December and early 
January, losing a whip race to Rep. Tom Emmer, and then 
received a vote for speaker during his ally Kevin McCar-
thy’s tortured 15-ballot squeaker.
 Then late last week with a toxic blast of politi-
cal rectal gas, Rep. Banks signaled he would enter the 

End income tax? Really?
By CRAIG DUNN
 CARMEL – Most of my regular readers know that 
I am a strong advocate of taking care of Joe and Jolene 
Sixpack when it comes to the job of the Indiana State Leg-
islature. Joe and Jolene are the backbones of this state. 

They get up every morning and 
head to their jobs making just 
about everything that is mean-
ingful and necessary in this 
state operate successfully.  

  They work hard, raise 
their children to follow the 
rules, pay their taxes, spend 
most of their money on hous-
ing, medical, food and utilities, 
have some simple pleasures 
like	fishing,	hunting	or	having	
a beer, put in their 40 to 45 

brewing 2024 U.S. Senate race. Teaming up with Club For 
Growth President David McIntosh, the pair did something 
we’ve never seen before: Running a preemptive TV ad 
designed to keep a rival – Mitch Daniels – out of the race.
 The same Mitch Daniels who never ran a nega-

Continued on page 3

According to the Club For Growth TV ad on behalf of Rep. Banks, Mitch 
Daniels has “no fight left.”
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years at work and then look forward 
to a well-deserved retirement. I’m 
very protective of these good people 
because they mean so much to our 
great state and, as far as I know, the 
Sixpacks aren’t represented at the 
Indiana State Legislature by any $600 
per hour lobbyists.  They are largely 
at the mercy of their Representatives 
and Senators. 
 This concerns 
me.
 The Repub-
licans in the Indiana 
State Senate an-
nounced last week 
they would like to 
study eliminating the 
Indiana individual 
income taxes. Since 
Indiana has a plan 
to cut the individual 
income tax rate from 
3.23% to 2.9% by 
2029, the Republican 
senators thought, 
“Since it’s going to 
take seven years to 
cut the income tax by 
a little over .3%, why 
not just eliminate it 
all!”  
 Call me a 
skeptic or doubting 
Thomas, if you will, but if it’s so hard 
to reduce the state income tax rate 
by only .3% over seven years, how 
in the world are you going to get it 
eliminated altogether? You can almost 
imagine the extraordinary number 
crunching to be done by the most 
talented consultants and lobbyists 
anywhere to make the numbers work 
for this proposed adventure.  
 Let’s take a look at the 
numbers today:
 For the 2020-2021 budget 
year, Indiana forecasted $38.576 bil-
lion in revenue. Some $15.488 billion 
of that number came from the federal 
government and represented 40.2% 
of funding. Of that federal funding, 
6.8% went to education, 82% to 
health and human services (mostly 
Medicaid), 7% to transportation, 2.9% 
for economic development, and the 
remainder to general government, 

public safety and conservation. The 
Indiana Legislature has little to no 
ability to increase these federal 
funds.
 Total Indiana General Fund 
revenue for 2020-2021 was budgeted 
at $17.36 billion. The sources of 
these funds were Sales and Use Tax 
47.7%, Insurance Tax 1.4%, Indi-

vidual Income Tax 
36.8%, Charges 
and Misc. 1.1%, 
Alcohol Tax .1%, 
Tobacco Prod-
ucts Tax 1.9%, 
Corporate Income 
Tax 4.8%, Gam-
ing Tax 2.5% with 
other revenue 
from permits, 
licenses and mis-
cellaneous taxes 
3.3%.
 The final 
source of Indi-
ana revenues is 
dedicated fund 
revenues where 
certain taxes, 
fees and charges 
have legislatively 
defined	uses	for	
their revenues. 
This amounts to 

$5.727 billion.
 The bottom line is that it 
takes $38.576 billion, more or less, 
to keep the lights on in the Hoosier 
State. And now, it is being proposed 
to eliminate one of the revenue 
sources that represents 36.8% of the 
Indiana General Fund. This poses 
an interesting question. Will Indiana 
increase its taxes and fees in all of 
the other categories, add a new form 
of taxation or cut state spending 
to balance the books? My personal 
money would be on doing everything 
but cutting state spending. 
 Let’s get elementary here 
and pose a simple math question. If 
five	different	people	bring	you	$1	per	
year, at the end of the year you will 
have how much money? That’s right. 
$5.	If	one	of	the	five	people	does	
not bring you $1, how much more 
money will you need to receive from 
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Sen. Travis Holdman: “We’re look-
ing for a transformational change. I 
think the goal should be for Indiana 
should be to totally eliminate the 
individual income tax rate in years 
to come.”
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tive TV ad during his two gubernatorial runs in which he 
defeated an incumbent Democrat, and then recorded a 
landslide reelect on the same day Barack Obama carried 
Indiana’s 11 Electoral College votes in 2008.
 Asked if he had made a decision on Wednesday, 
Daniels told Dave Bangert of 
Based of Lafayette, “Nope. Not in 
any rush.” Sources tell HPI that 
Daniels will travel to Washington 
soon to discuss what is increas-
ingly looking like a probable cam-
paign.
 “After 50 years in big 
government, big pharma and big 
academia, Mitch Daniels forgot 
how	to	fight,”	a	narrators	says	in	
the ad. “An old guard Republican 
clinging to the old ways of the bad 
old days.”
 Said McIntosh, “As even Mitch Daniels admits, his 
brand of Republicanism is out of date. Hoosiers need new 
leadership to tackle the problems that Mitch and other 
moderates created over 50 years. Daniels will be this cy-
cle’s Pat McCrory if he decides to run, and Club for Growth 
Action will spend whatever it takes to ensure voters know 
his real record.” 
 Long-time GOP operative Mark Lubbers responded 
to the Club For Growth TV ad, telling HPI, “These are the 
same people who cost us Republican control of the Sen-
ate. Sad to see that Banks has thrown in with them.” 
 According to Lubbers, Daniels and Banks had a 
phone conversation on a recent Saturday and, reportedly, 
Daniels did not attempt to dissuade Rep. Banks from mak-
ing a Senate bid. “Apparently they think it’s political genius 

to poke the bear with a sharp stick,” Lubbers said. “We’ll 
see how that works.” 
 Bellwether Research pollster Christine Matthews, 
who conducted tracking surveys for Gov. Daniels, tweeted: 
“OK,	my	first	comment	was	‘rude.’	But	my	second	com-
ment is this: I know nothing but my guess is that there 
is	a	strong	propensity	it	will	backfire	with	a)	the	intended	
target and b) voters in the state.”

  Donald J. Trump, Jr., then 
tweeted on Jan. 13: “The estab-
lishment is trying to recruit weak 
RINO Mitch Daniels to run for 
US Senate in Indiana. The same 
Mitch Daniels who agreed with 
Joe Biden that millions of MAGA 
Republicans are supposedly a 
danger to the country & trying to 
‘subvert	democracy.’	He	would	be	
Mitt Romney 2.0.”
		 This	was	the	first	time	

anyone had described Daniels as a “weak RINO.”
 Lubbers responded: “You think the progressive 
left needs to be fought; we think it needs to be BEATEN. 
That requires optimistic positive conservatism that builds 
majorities, wins elections & makes policy. Not just foaming 
at the mouth, counting tweets, and grifting contributions. 
Hit the road.”
	 On	Tuesday,	Banks	officially	declared	for	the	race.	
“Our nation is at a turning point. We need conservatives 
in	Washington	who	are	not	afraid	to	fight	back	against	
the radical socialist Democrats who are trying to change 
America,” Banks said. “Radical Democrats and the spine-
less Republicans are going to do everything they can 
to	stop	me,	but	I	need	your	help	in	the	fight	to	restore	
America. I look forward to meeting with as many of you 
as possible in the coming months on the campaign trail, 
hearing about what matters most to you, and how we can 
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the other four people to have the same $5? That’s right. 
$1.25. In this example, revenues would have to rise by 
25% from four sources to make up for the loss of revenue 
from	one	of	the	original	five	sources.	And	herein,	my	good	
friends, lies the rub.
 Frequent readers of my column know that I 
am a dedicated believer in the law of unintended conse-
quences. I see the move to eliminate the individual state 
income tax as fertile soil for the mother of all unintended 
consequences. 
 Is the elimination of individual income taxes a 
worthy goal? As my mother would say, “It depends on 
whose ox is being gored.” I spent quite a bit of time 
growing up on my Uncle Charlie’s farm. Charlie was a hog 
farmer	and	you	never	heard	such	squealing	and	fighting	
as when Uncle Charlie would come with the slop bucket to 
pour into the trough at feeding time. My guess is that the 

mad scramble by lobbyists to protect their benefactors from 
the avarice of government will make hog-feeding time look 
like a tea party at the Cake Bake in comparison. Unfor-
tunately, when it comes to lapping up the state slop, the 
loudest pigs don’t always get fed. The best-paid lobbyists 
generally do!
 So, I ask my good Republican friends in the Indi-
ana Senate that before they go down the path to eliminat-
ing the Indiana Individual State Income Tax, they take a 
long hard look at the law of unintended consequences and 
on the impact of their decisions on Joe and Jolene Sixpack.  
Think before you leap and remember that the real people 
of Indiana don’t hang around outside the Senate Chamber 
doors. v

Craig Dunn is the former Howard County Republican 
chairman.
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effectively protect our American way of life for our daugh-
ters, sons, and future generations.” 
 Daniels, according to Lubbers, reacted to the 
Banks	announcement	by	going	fishing.	He	and	several	
high school pals caught 49 red snappers over the weekend 
in Naples, Florida.
 Banks announced endorse-
ments by U.S. Rep. Larry Bucshon, 
State Sens. Justin Busch, Tyler John-
son and State Reps. Michelle Davis 
and J.D. Prescott.
 Club For Growth played a 
significant	role	in	Hoosier	congres-
sional races over the past decade. In 
2011-12, CFG polled and funded to 
the tune of $1.8 million Indiana Trea-
surer Richard Mourdock’s challenge 
to Daniels’s mentor, U.S. Sen. Richard 
Lugar. Mourdock drubbed Lugar in 
the primary 60.5% to 39.5%, but a late debate gaffe over 
the abortion issue punted the seat Lugar had held for 36 
years to Democrat Joe Donnelly, 50-44%.
 In 2020, CFG elevated Victoria Spartz over a 
crowded	5th	CD	field	for	an	open	seat	in	2020,	with	at-
tack ads against the late Carl Brizzi and Beth Henderson. 
Spartz won that primary with 40% of the vote. Club For 
Growth also backed several election-denying U.S. Sen-
ate candidates last November, with most of them losing. 
Democrats ended up with a 51-49 Senate majority.
 Spartz had said she was exploring a Senate run, 
but told Politico, “I am not inclined to do it at this time, 
but many of my supporters would like me to still consider 
it. I do not worry about who is in the race.”
 McIntosh told Politico CFG will spend $10 million 
on Banks’s behalf. 
	 Banks	allies	also	posted	on	Twitter	Daniels’s	final	
2008 gubernatorial reelection TV ad where the governor 
said, “Whatever your outlook on politics is, here’s some 
good news: This is the last time you’ll ever watch me in an 
ad	like	this.	Governor	is	the	only	office	I’ve	ever	run	for	or	
ever will.”
 Daniels retired from Purdue on Dec. 31, and 
has ruled out a third gubernatorial bid, as did Banks. He 
told Dave Bangert of Based in Lafayette that he will not 
“dither” on a decision. Lubbers told Howey Politics that 
a Daniels decision will likely come later this month or in 
early February.

A fight for the GOP soul?
 So what is shaping up – IF (and that’s a big IF) – 
Daniels decides to revive his political career in what has 
been described as a showdown for the Indiana GOP’s soul.
	 In	one	of	the	final	New	York	Times	articles	by	
the late Blake Hounshell, Daniels was quoted: “I think 
both parties have come to be dominated by their fringe. 
Extreme left. Extreme right.” He ducked a question about 
Trump, saying, “I never met him.” And he said he was 

worried about national debt that had continued to pile up 
at an “unimaginable rate.”
 Banks, meanwhile, has become an unabashed 
supporter of Donald Trump. On the weekend after the 
GOP election trickle, Banks said on Fox News Sunday, 
“Donald	Trump	is	popular	figure	in	the	Republican	Party,	

in each corner of the country. I believe 
Donald Trump was an effective presi-
dent, I believe could be a very effective 
president for our country again.”
 Since that interview, The Bul-
wark’s Charlie Sykes observed: “In the 
last several weeks, Donald Trump (1) 
expressed solidarity with the January 6 
insurrectionists, (2) dined with a Neo- 
Nazi,	(3)	flung	racial	slurs	at	the	wife	of	
the senate GOP Leader, and (4) called 
for the termination of the Constitution so 
that he could be restored to power.”

 During his campaign kick-off video, Banks was 
shown with Trump and said, “We went from the strongest 
president of my lifetime in Donald Trump, who always 
fought	to	put	America	first,	to	the	weakest	in	Joe	Biden,	
who has always put America last. Radical socialist Demo-
crats are trying to change America. But I won’t let them.”
 On Tuesday, WPTA-TV pressed Banks on his Jan. 
6, 2021 vote against certifying Electoral College results 
from Arizona and Pennsylvania. “I thought that was an 
important debate that was supposed to occur that day 
about the constitutional way to change state election laws 
to prevent that from ever happening again, so that some 
states could change their laws to help one candidate over 
another,” Banks responded on his vote that occurred after 
the	U.S.	Capitol	insurrection	killed	five	people	and	injured	
more	than	140	police	officers..
 21Alive asked Banks whether he believes the out-
come of the 2020 election was legitimate. He responded, 
“I believe that how some states conducted their elections 
in the 2020 election is something we can never allow to 
happen again. I voted to object, I’m not going to apolo-
gize for voting to object.”

Could Daniels win?
 Hounshell observed: Daniels would enter the race 
with considerable advantages, his allies say: Near-univer-
sal name recognition and fond feelings among voters in 
Indiana, an ability to instantly raise money and a gravitas 
that he burnished in his decade at Purdue. But it would 
take considerable dexterity for Daniels to navigate a politi-
cal landscape that has changed radically since he last held 
public	office,	with	a	media	ecosystem	that	looks	utterly	
unlike that of 2012 — with Trump and Trumpism at its 
core.
 Politico’s Olivia Beavers and Burgess Everett: 
The party is caught between two seemingly irreconcil-
able groups: A base animated by populist and provoca-
tive	Trumpism,	and	influential	independent	and	suburban	
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voters. Indiana’s primary will 
be a vital marker for where the 
GOP	ends	up.”	Banks	is	fine	with	
that — and leaning into it. While 
Daniels once called for a “truce” 
on social issues, Banks, a fre-
quent guest on Fox News, enjoys 
stoking the culture wars, and has 
called for cracking down on trans-
gender athletes in women’s sports and banning schools 
from teaching “critical race theory.” 
 “I’ll never be calling for a truce on social issues or 
cultural issues,” Banks said.

HPI’s take
 The two strongest Hoosier political dynasties in 
the last 30 years have been run by Democrat Evan Bayh 
and Daniels. It was Daniels, along with then-Republican 
Chairman Eric Holcomb, who created the modern GOP 
dynasty that has held General Assembly super majorities 
since 2014, a stranglehold on Statehouse Constitutional 
offices	and	nine	of	11	federal	seats,	90%	of	county	offices	
and a majority of city halls.
 Watching his 2004 and 2008 gubernatorial cam-

paigns, what became clear was Daniels’s 
strategic, tactical and messaging strengths. 
As a retail campaigner, he was without peer. 
We have seen this persist while at the helm 
of Purdue University this past decade. As for 
the “strongest” president of Daniels’s life, 
the answer would probably be his former 
boss, President Reagan, who repeatedly 
promoted his “11th Commandment: Thou 

shalt not criticize another Republican.”
 Having said that, Evan Bayh was once considered 
invincible, but he lost the 2016 U.S. Senate race 52-42% 
to Sen. Todd Young. You can be the right candidate, but in 
the wrong race at the wrong time.
 That is a key question for Mitch Daniels: Is this the 
right race at the right time?
 Supporters of the two-term governor see a “Sen. 
Daniels” using the upper chamber as a bully pulpit where 
he	can	redefine	American	conservatism	in	a	post-Trump	
era and work to strengthen democracy while instilling 
some spending discipline.
 Banks, too, will cite his patriotic duty to save 
America, all while embracing Donald Trump.
	 If	this	race	is	enjoined	and	fought,	it	could	define	
the coming political era in Indiana as well as the nation. v

Trio of  legislators
seeking City Halls
By BRIAN A. HOWEY
 INDIANAPOLIS – A trio of Indiana legislators 
are the latest wave of politicians hoping to transition 
to city halls. State Sen. Eddie Melton and State Reps. 
Ed Clere and Robin Shackleford have all announced 
mayoral candidacies.
 They hope to follow the path of Mark Kruzan, 

Dennis Tyler, Tom Dermody 
and Tim Neese, who were 
elected mayor after legisla-
tive careers, though only 
two of those could be con-
sidered successful.

  Last Friday, Rep. 
Clere announced for the Republican nomination for 
New Albany mayor, following Sen. Melton’s decision 
to	challenge	first	term	Gary	Mayor	Jerome	Prince	in	the	
Democratic primary. In Indianapolis, State Rep. Robin 
Shackleford, 52, is challenging two-term Mayor Joe Hog-
sett.	If	elected,	Shackleford	would	be	the	city’s	first	Black	
and	first	woman	to	be	elected	mayor.
 Of those who recently made the trek from State-
house to city hall, only Bloomington Mayor Mark Kruzan 
and LaPorte Mayor Tom Dermody could be seen as suc-

cessful. Kruzan served four terms after winning in 2003 
and retired after 2016. Dermody is favored to win reelec-
tion for a second term this November.
 Muncie Mayor Tyler was elected in 2011, but was 
convicted of corruption for accepting a $5,000 bribe and 
sentenced to one year and one day in federal prison. He 
was also ordered to serve three years of supervised re-
lease and pay $15,250 in restitution. He was released last 
June.

State Rep. Ed Clere files for New Albany mayor. (News & Tribune 
Photo)
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 Republican State Rep. Tim 
Neese was elected mayor of Elkhart in 
2015, but declined to seek a second 
term in 2019 after media revelations of 
police misconduct.
 In 2011, State Rep. Craig Fry 
attempted to challenge Republican 
Mishawaka Mayor Dave Wood, but lost 
76-24% after a mailer that accused the 
incumbent of hiring a child molester 
backfired.	Fry	told	the	South	Bend	Tri-
bune, “If I contributed to this, I’ll forever 
feel bad.”
 It’s gone the other way, too, 
with Republican Jasonville Mayor Bruce 
Borders winning multiple terms to the 
Indiana House, as did former Fort Wayne 
Mayor Win Moses.
 In November, Rep. Clere won 
reelection in HD72 in the Indiana House, 
and he is serving his eighth term. Clere 
told the News & Tribune that the timing is right for him 
to seek the mayoral seat. “I’ve always said you don’t 
necessarily get to pick your timing,” he said. “You have to 
be ready for opportunities as they arise. And I decided I 
needed to take my own advice and jump on this opportu-
nity. I believe I’m the right person to lead New Albany into 
the future and I’m looking forward to the challenge.”
 Democratic New Albany Mayor Jeff Gahan has 
served	since	2012	and	as	of	Friday,	he	had	not	yet	filed	
for reelection. Floyd County Democratic Party Vice Chair 
Erica Lawrence reacted, saying, “Ed Clere has a problem 
deciding his priorities. Just two months ago he declared 
that he would be our voice in Indianapolis, yet today he 
announces he’s going back on that promise to seek an-
other	office	–	all	while	leaving	work	he	promised	to	tackle	
undone.”
 Clere said his 14 years of experience in the legis-
lature has prepared him “in unique ways,” adding, “I look 
forward to the opportunity to serve in a new role using 
the knowledge and experience I’ve gained from my cur-
rent role.”
 In November, Sen. Melton took aim at Mayor 
Prince in Gary. “It’s time to move past just simply rei-
magining without a plan whatsoever,” Sen. Melton said, 
referring to the “Re-Imagine Gary” theme Mayor Prince 
used as a campaign slogan and attached it to many of the 
administration projects and communications. “So often we 
define	the	city	by	the	buildings,	by	the	downtown	struc-
tures, the infrastructure, the parks, the restaurants, and 
the businesses. That is not inaccurate, but we know the 
true lifeblood is the people – the human infrastructure.”
 In kicking off his reelection bid on Jan. 10, Mayor 
Prince said, “There’s never been any question in my mind, 
and in my team’s mind ... we’ve been able to do great 
work thus far, and we’re certainly prepared to continue.” 
Melton reacted, saying in a press release, “I’m very proud 

of what I have been able to accomplish in the State Sen-
ate	for	the	people	of	Gary.	Still,	it’s	been	difficult	for	me	to	
stand by and watch my hometown continue to stagnate 
when I know what it takes to grow the economy and im-
prove quality of life for people in my community.”
 Rep. Shackleford announced her challenge to 
Mayor Hogsett also in November, saying the Indiana capi-
tal is “a tale of two cities.”
 “One with good roads where residents don’t worry 
about putting food on the table and feel safe in their 
homes,” she said. The other is one “with pothole-ridden 
streets where residents struggle to get enough to eat and 
worry that at any moment a stray bullet will travel through 
their wall and strike their child. We need to bridge the gap 
between the two different versions of Indianapolis and 
prioritize making Indy a safer place to live, work, play, and 
raise a family.”
 Shackleford is attempting to shatter the race and 
gender ceiling, but it won’t be easy. On Martin Luther King 
Day, Hogsett announced a $5 million city bond will further 
develop the King-Robert F. Kennedy memorial site. “This 
site has long served as an inspiration for Indianapolis,” 
Hogsett said. “With today’s announcement, it will become 
an	even	more	beautiful	and	inspiring	location.	Fifty-five	
years ago, Sen. Robert Kennedy informed a crowd of 
Indianapolis residents of Dr. King’s assassination. What 
followed was a community effort to maintain peace, re-
store hope, and importantly, continue Doctor King’s work. 
Today, we honor that Indianapolis story through investing 
in a more beautiful and welcoming park.”
 Shackleford announced on Wednesday she had 
raised $59,341.56 and has $40,313.83 on hand. 
	 With	the	filing	deadline	on	Feb.	3,	here	are	other	
mayoral race developments from around the state:

LaPorte Mayor Dermody to seek second term  
 Mayor Tom Dermody, expressing a desire to ag-

State Sen. Eddie Melton is running for mayor of Gary, while State Rep. Robin 
Shackleford is challenging Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett.
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gressively keep bringing progress to LaPorte, is running 
for a second term (Maddux, NWI Times). He’s seeking the 
Republican nomination in a race featuring no other candi-
dates from either party so far. “I’m going to ask our resi-
dents let us continue what we started,” he said. Dermody 
said he’s delivered on requests to do things like clean up 
the city through stricter code enforcement, dumpsters pro-
vided at no cost to residents and setting higher standards 
in areas like housing. Dermody said he’s also made it more 
difficult	for	drug	dealers	to	go	unnoticed	by	law	enforce-
ment. “While it’s a never-ending battle, we focus on that 
every day,” he said. Dermody also pointed to the notice-
able development of new housing and restaurants down-
town, along with Rural King opening at the still partially 
empty	Maple	Lane	Mall,	since	he	took	office.	New	housing	
is part of his strategy to increase the city’s population from 
about 22,000 for several decades to 30,000 by 2030.

Michigan City: Parry to seek second term
 Last week, Mayor Duane Parry announced his 
reelection campaign for a second term (WNDU-TV). Parry 
said he wants to use the next term to focus on topics such 
as infrastructure, economic development, and to improve 
the overall “quality of life” for Michigan City residents. 
“Four years ago, I pledged I believed in accountability 
entering	into	the	position	as	Mayor	with	a	deficit	of	over	
$3 million,” Parry said. “I entered my term “tightening the 
purse strings” and bringing 
our City out of this hole. I 
can	proudly	say	the	deficit	
is gone and the City budget 
is	now	more	efficient	and	
streamlined.” Mayor Parry’s 
first	term	wasn’t	without	
scandal. In 2021, he came 
under	fire	for	racially	insensi-
tive comments, and again in 
2022, when he was charged 
with leaving the scene of 
an accident in a city-owned 
vehicle. He accepted a 
diversion program offered 
by prosecutors earlier this 
week. Four Democrats have 
filed	for	Michigan	City	mayor:	
Angela N. Deuitch, Michael Mack, Johnny Stimley and Mark 
Yagelski (NWI Times). Deuitch holds an at-large seat on 
the Michigan City Council. Mack is serving as 3rd District 
councilman and has previously been council president. 
Stimley previously served as LaPorte County recorder, as 
well as a member of the city council, and has led the city’s 
zoo board for two decades. Yagelski is starting his 21st 
year	on	the	LaPorte	County	Council,	the	county’s	fiscal	
body.		Johnny	Stimley	has	officially	entered	a	suddenly	
crowded Democratic Primary for the Michigan City mayoral 
race. In a statement on the Johnny Stimley for Mayor page 
on Facebook, he announced this week he will be on the 

ballot for the May primary (LaPorte Herald Dispatch).

Muncie: Robinson seeks Dem mayoral nod 
 Jeff Robinson told an enthusiastic gathering at 
Guardian Brewing Co. Thursday that he always intended 
to run for mayor, “one day.” That day has arrived (Pen-
ticuff, Muncie Star Press). “The more involved I become 
with the business of running our city, one fact hasbecome 
alarmingly clear: We just can’t afford to wait,” he told the 
crowd, mostly made up of fellow Democrats. The 45-year-
old president of the Muncie City Council announced he 
is running for mayor a few weeks after incumbent Re-
publican Mayor Dan Ridenour told a crowd at Elm Street 
Brewing Co. that he is seeking re-election as the city’s 
chief executive. As of Friday, neither man faced a chal-
lenge in the May primary election. Robinson was elected 
to the council from the second district in 2019. He is a 
2006 graduate of Ball State University where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in communications from the College of 
Communication, Information, and Media. He is employed 
as development director at Shafer Leadership Academy 
in Muncie. He has also worked as project manager at the 
Muncie Visitors Bureau, and was also an associate execu-
tive director at Cornerstone Center for the Arts.

South Bend: Upchurch to seek GOP nod
 Desmont Upchurch, 46, told the South Bend 

Tribune Tuesday 
that	he’ll	file	for	
candidacy this 
week. He’s the 
first	to	publicly	
announce a chal-
lenge to incum-
bent South Bend 
Mayor James 
Mueller, who has 
already	filed	to	
run for a second 
term. Upchurch 
served in the U.S. 
Army for two 
decades, primar-
ily as a recruiter, 
before retiring in 

2021. He moved to South Bend with his family in 2016 to 
recruit students from the University of Notre Dame for the 
Army’s health care roles, he said. Since then, he’s become 
involved in the South Bend chapter of the NAACP and in 
a local gun violence intervention group. He lost a bid in 
2020 for the South Bend Community School Corp. board 
of trustees. In November, he lost the auditor’s race by half 
a percentage point — just 663 of more than 70,000 votes 
— to Democrat John Murphy. “I learned that I need to 
knock on more doors,” Upchurch said of the recent cam-
paign in a Tuesday phone call. “I need to get my voice out 
there. … The area is just ready for a change, and they re-

Michigan City Mayor Perry and South Bend GOP candiddate Desmont 
Upchurch.
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ally want to see something different, somebody who can 
resonate with the citizens.” If elected mayor, Upchurch 
said, his core focus would be how to reduce violence in 
South Bend. South Bend last elected a Republican mayor 
in 1967.

Terre Haute: Goodwin files as a Democrat
	 Pat	Goodwin	filed	to	run	for	mayor	of	Terre	Haute	
as a Democrat (Greninger, Terre Haute Tribune-Star). In 
2019, Goodwin captured about 40% 
of the vote, losing by 216 votes to 
incumbent Mayor Duke Bennett, 
who	this	year	is	seeking	a	fifth	term	
in	office.	Goodwin	ran	in	that	elec-
tion as an Independent. “Keep in 
the mind, in the fall four years ago, 
we actually had a four-way race. 
There was a Republican [Bennett], a 
Democrat [Karrum Nasser] and two 
independents,” Goodwin said, with 
himself and Shane Meehan. “The big 
difference is we will not have two 
major parties plus a major third candidate here. Do I hope 
the	[Democrat]	party	is	more	unified?	Yes,”	Goodwin	said.	
“We will go through the spring primary process and if I 
prevail... then I will be able to face Duke Bennett in the 
fall without another Democrat in the race.

Charlestown: Hodges to seek second term
 Incumbent Democrat Treva Hodges announced 
Wednesday that she will seek a second term as Charles-
town’s mayor in this year’s election (Suddeath, News & 
Tribune). In a news release, Hodg-
es	touted	“significant	growth	and	
development of major housing, 
industrial and commercial projects” 
during	her	first	term.	“I	made	a	
promise to improve infrastructure 
and work toward quality-of-life 
enhancements that would not only 
take care of our current residents 
but also to show the region that 
Charlestown is a great place to 
live and work and I’ve followed 
through on those promises, but I’m 
eager to keep meeting those goals,” Hodges said. Hodges 
pointed to projects over the past three years such as the 
Forest Edge apartments – part of the Depot Street revital-
ization effort – as well as new construction in the Pleasant 
Ridge neighborhood and the launch of the Shadow Lake 
Business Park and residential development. “We’re making 
all	the	right	moves	to	position	Charlestown	as	a	significant	
regional destination,” Hodges said, “and I want to help us 
maintain our momentum.”

Lake Station: Carroll to seek reelection 
 Mayor Bill Carroll is running for reelection. He is 

opposed in the Democratic primary by Neil Anderson (NWI 
Times). Anderson is a former city councilman who was 
forced	out	of	office	last	year	when	the	county’s	Democratic	
Party chairman challenged Anderson for having moved out 
of	his	council	district.	Nicholas	Tillquist	has	filed	to	run	for	
Lake Station mayor in the Republican Party primary.

Fort Wayne: Didier kicks off campaign
 Tom Didier, who formally entered the race for may-
or on Wednesday, says he will step down from the board 
of Greater Fort Wayne, Inc. if he’s elected (WPTA-TV). The 
Republican city councilor currently serves on the board of 
the	non-profit,	which	represents	commercial	interests	and	
markets Fort Wayne to outside businesses and developers. 
“Yes, I would step down, said Didier. I would step down.” 
Didier also discussed his views on affordable housing, say-
ing	he	believes	some	residents	are	experiencing	difficulties	
affording their rent or mortgage, but said there is demand 
for “high end” options downtown too. He suggested a “bal-
ance” could be found.

Evansville: Assistant chief won’t run
 Evansville Assistant Police Chief Phil Smith says he 
will not be running for mayor in the 2023 election (WFIE-
TV).	He	filed	to	organize	an	exploratory	committee	this	
past fall. Mayor Lloyd Winnecke will not seek a fourth term, 
which	ends	at	the	end	of	2023.	Other	candidates	have	filed	
for the position, including Cheryl Musgrave, Natalie Ra-
scher, and Gabe Whitley.

Portage: Mayor Lynch to seek full term 
	 Portage	Mayor	Sue	Lynch,	a	Democrat,	has	filed	
for reelection (NWI Times). Republicans Austin Bonta and 
John	M.	Cannon	have	filed	for	their	party’s	nomination	for	
Portage mayor. Bonta is serving on the city’s Fire Merit 
Board and is past member of the Planning Commission. 
Cannon served nine months as mayor in 2019, replacing 
James	Snyder,	who	was	forced	out	of	office	by	his	convic-
tion on federal bribery and tax-evasion charges. Voters 
elected Lynch, then a city councilwoman, in 2019 to serve 
the next four years as mayor. Cannon will be endorsed by 
Indiana Attorney General Todd Rokita later today. “It is 
imperative that the residents of Portage elect a mayor who 
will consistently work to support businesses, act swiftly in 
addressing	crime,	and	exercise	sound	fiscal	judgement,”	
Rokita said in a press release issued by the Cannon cam-
paign.

Valparaiso: 4 file for mayor 
 Two Democrats and two Republicans are running 
in the spring primary to succeed Mayor Matt Murphy, a 
Republican, who will not be seeking a second term. One 
is	Hannah	Trueblood,	a	real	estate	broker	making	her	first	
run	for	public	office.	She	said	she	has	been	involved	in	
politics since childhood (NWI Times). The other Democratic 
mayoral candidate, Pamela Schroeder, couldn’t be reached 
for comment. Jon Costas and Art Elwood are running for 
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the Republican Party nomination. 
Costas	held	the	mayor’s	office	for	
16 years before deciding to not seek 
reelection four years ago. In 2008 he 
was an unsuccessful candidate for 
Indiana attorney general.

Congress

3rd CD: Sen. Zay forms 
exploratory group
 State Senator Andy Zay 
(R-Huntington) announced today 
that he is exploring a bid for the 
IN-3 Congressional seat currently 
served by  U.S. Rep. Jim Banks, who 
announced he will seek the Republi-
can nomination to replace outgoing 
U.S. Senator Mike Braun. As Zay has 
talked with people throughout Northeast Indiana, he has 
garnered a wide range of supporters. Supporters of Zay 
point to his conservative record at the Statehouse. He has 
fought for balancing budgets, defending 2nd amendment 
rights, and protecting life. “Hoosiers have been served 
well	by	Rep.	Banks.	It	is	imperative	we	continue	fighting	
for	Hoosier	values	and	fiscal	responsibility,”	said	Zay.	“I	am	
humbled by the support and encouragement from fam-
ily, friends, and colleagues. However, a decision such as 
this cannot be made lightly and will require time, prayer, 
and	reflection.	For	now,	my	focus	will	be	representing	the	
people of Senate District 17 during this legislative budget 
session,” said Zay. Zay is an entrepreneur and family man. 
He is the owner of Zay Leasing and Rentals.

Governor

Braun huddles with local Republicans
 U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, R-Ind., visited Monday with 
area	GOP	officials	at	Republican	headquarters	in	Muncie,	
talking about the future, including his effort to be elected 
Indiana governor in 2024 (Penticuff, Muncie Star Press). 
Braun met with elected Republicans from Delaware, 
Madison and Henry counties Monday afternoon to talk 
about ongoing business in the U.S. Senate and listen to 
concerns as he campaigns to be elected governor as Gov. 
Eric Holcomb ends his second term next year. “I believe 
in term limits,” Braun said of his decision to to not seek a 
second term. He had planned to seek re-election to the 
Senate and serve one more term, but said he thinks he 
can accomplish more as governor than dealing with the 
way government works in Washington, D.C. “You have to 
ask yourself where would your time be better spent,.”

Presidential 2024

Trump has 17% lead  onDeSantis; Pence 8%
 Former President Trump holds at 17-point lead 

over Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis (R) in a hypothetical 
GOP primary match-up, 
according to a new poll. A 
Morning Consult poll re-
leased Wednesday showed 
Trump with 48% support 
among potential Repub-
lican primary voters, fol-
lowed by DeSantis with 31 
%. Trump’s front-runner 
position differs from some 
polls since the November 
midterm elections, which 
have shown DeSantis clos-
ing the gap with Trump or 
taking a lead in some cas-
es.  Former Vice President 
Mike Pence came in third 

with 8%, followed by former Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) 
with 3%. Former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
Nikki Haley and Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) both received 2%. 

Trump blasts ‘disloyal’ evangelicals
 Donald Trump relied on evangelical voters to win 
the White House in 2016, and they were a key part of his 
bloc during his losing effort in 2020 (Huffpo). Now, Trump 
is turning on some leaders in the movement for not be-
ing loyal enough after some have spoken out against his 
2024 presidential campaign. “That’s a sign of disloyalty,” 
the ex-president groused in an interview with David Brody 
on the right-wing network Real America’s Voice. “There’s 
great disloyalty in the world of politics, and that’s a sign 
of disloyalty.” Trump crowed that his three Supreme Court 
appointees overturned Roe v. Wade, a longtime goal of the 
religious right. Now, Trump says, he’s “disappointed” in 
those same voters. “I thought they could’ve fought much 
harder during the election, the ’22 election,” he said, blam-
ing them for the GOP’s lackluster results in the midterm 
elections.

Trump on ‘handling’ DeSantis
	 DonaldTrump	sounded	a	note	of	confidence	re-
garding the possibility Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) might 
enter the 2024 presidential race, saying, “We’ll handle 
that the way I handle things” (The Hill). During an inter-
view with David Brody on “The Water Cooler” on Monday, 
Trump was asked if it would be a “bad move” for DeSantis 
to jump into the presidential race. 

Trump seeks Facebook reentry
 Former President Donald Trump is formally pe-
titioning Facebook to allow him back on the platform 
following his account’s shuttering in response to the Jan. 
6 Capitol attack. “We believe that the ban on President 
Trump’s account on Facebook has dramatically distorted 
and inhibited the public discourse,” said the campaign. v
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Public health rally
set for Jan. 26
Howey Politics Indiana
 INDIANAPOLIS  – Public health advocates from 
across Indiana will gather at the Statehouse on Jan. 26 to 
celebrate the important role public health plays in Hoo-
siers’ daily lives and learn more about efforts to improve 

how services are delivered around 
the state. Public Health Day will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
the North Atrium and will feature 
speakers including Gov. Eric J. 
Holcomb, State Health Commis-
sioner Kris Box, M.D., FACOG, 

former state Sen. Luke Kenley, Dr. Judy Monroe, a former 
state health commissioner who serves as CEO of the CDC 
Foundation, and former Congresswoman Susan Brooks.
 Kenley and Monroe served as co-chairs and 
Brooks acted as citizen advisor for the Governor’s Pub-
lic Health Commission, which conducted a months-long 
examination of Indiana’s public health system. The com-
mission’s report included recommendations for increased 
funding to support the local delivery of core public health 
services, which is a key component of Gov. Holcomb’s 
2023 Next Level Agenda and budget proposal. “The 
strength of our state lies in its people, and it is our job to 
ensure that every Hoosier has the opportunity to be as 
healthy as possible,” Holcomb said. “When we create a 
level	playing	field	of	public	health	services	that	are	avail-
able	in	every	county,	we	build	a	firm	foundation	on	which	
families, communities and businesses can thrive.”
 Public Health Day will also include a panel dis-
cussion featuring Dr. Virginia Caine, director and chief 
medical	officer	of	the	Marion	County	Public	Health	Depart-
ment; Cara Veale, CEO of the Indiana Rural Health As-
sociation; Grant County Commissioner Mark Bardsley; and 
Lucia Mercado, a sophomore at Butler University studying 
health and business.

House panel OKs township assessor bill
 Township assessors in multiple Indiana coun-
ties could see their jobs nixed by voters under a new 
bill passed out of committee 9-2 Tuesday. The measure, 
authored by Rep. Jim Pressel, R-Rolling Prairie, now 
heads to the full House for further consideration (Smith, 
Capital Chronicle). The bill would require county elec-
tion boards to place a public question on the November 
2024 general election ballot asking whether the county 
should “discontinue paying for the cost of township as-
sessors in the county.” “It just seems duplicative, I think, 
to have township assessors,” said Rep. Karen Engelman, 
R-Georgetown, who introduced the bill in the House lo-
cal government committee on Tuesday. Engelman has 
authored previous bills to eliminate the last remaining 

township	assessor	offices	around	the	state,	but	none	were	
successful. Larger Indiana counties still employ township 
assessors In 2008, Indiana lawmakers let voters decide 
whether	to	transfer	to	county	assessor	offices	the	duty	
of determining the value of buildings and land for prop-
erty taxes. Resulting referendums abolished more than 
950	such	offices	across	the	state.		Currently,	there	are	13	
township assessors in nine different Indiana counties. Lake 
County	has	five	of	the	township	assessor	offices	that	would	
be abolished. Allen, Elkhart, Howard, LaPorte, Porter, St. 
Joseph, Vigo and Wayne counties each have one township 
assessor	office.”	

Raatz files pronoun bill
	 A	bill	filed	by	a	top	Republican	lawmaker	would	
require schools to inform parents if students request to 
change their names or pronouns, or generally express 
questions about their gender identity (Smith, Capital 
Chronicle). Buried in proposed school accreditation legisla-
tion authored by Sen. Jeff Raatz, R-Richmond, is a provi-
sion that mandates teachers and school employees to 
report to the school if a student indicates that they want 
to change their “name, attire, pronoun, title, or word to 
identify the student in a manner that is inconsistent with 
the student’s biological sex at birth.” School employees 
would also have to report if a student expresses having 
“conflicted	feelings	about	…	or	difficulty	handling	or	cop-
ing with” their gender identity or gender expression.  The 
student’s	parents	must	be	notified	with	that	information	
within	five	days,	according	to	the	bill.	Raatz,	who	chairs	the	
Senate education committee, declined an interview request 
from the Indiana Capital Chronicle on Tuesday but said in a 
written statement that “parents should know if their child is 
struggling and shouldn’t be kept from the situation.”

Bill would expand disability coverage
 A unique Indiana educational opportunity for eligi-
ble children with disabilities potentially could be expanded 
to every student in the state (Carden, NWI Times). Senate 
Bill 305 would allow the parents of Hoosier students in kin-
dergarten through 12th grade to opt their children out of 
regular school enrollment and instead decide on their own 
how to use the funds the state normally would spend to 
educate their children. Advocates for the Education Schol-
arship	Account	(ESA)	program	see	it	as	the	final	frontier	of	
school choice, a kind of universal school voucher. Critics, 
on the other hand, predict it will further drain funding from 
Indiana’s traditional public schools. Under the plan, ESA 
students would not be permitted to attend a public, charter 
or private school using a voucher from Indiana’s Choice 
Scholarship Program.

Rokita makes budget requests
 The House Ways and Means Committee met Tues-
day to hear Indiana Attorney General Todd Rokita’s budget 
request presentation, among those of other government 
offices	(Myers,	Statehouse File). Rokita began his presen-

https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2023/01/18/indiana-bill-seeking-to-eliminate-township-assessors-advances-to-house-chamber/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2023/01/18/bill-would-force-schools-to-tell-parents-about-students-pronouns-gender-identities/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2023/01/18/bill-would-force-schools-to-tell-parents-about-students-pronouns-gender-identities/
https://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/education/indiana-lawmakers-eye-next-frontier-in-school-choice/article_76350062-a228-581a-a3e0-e3190e87d005.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
https://www.thestatehousefile.com/politics/ag-rokita-asks-house-ways-and-means-committee-for-higher-lawyer-salaries/article_40b21872-96bb-11ed-8d85-07d2a4b9c055.html
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tation	by	stating	his	concerns	with	the	office’s	salaries,	
saying its pay wages are not competitive enough to keep 
attorneys	working	for	the	state.	He	said	the	office	offers	a	
great experience for those fresh out of law school and that 
they	end	up	receiving	significant	training	opportunities,	
but ultimately they search for better pay elsewhere. Many 
representatives shared his concerns, urging Rokita to con-
tinue with his goal to raise the salary for attorneys. Rokita 
also	shared	his	desire	to	fund	some	of	the	office’s	major	
projects, such as big tech, robocalls, data privacy and 
identity theft, and opioid settlements. As Indiana’s “largest 
law	firm,”	with	20,000	active	cases,	according	to	Rokita,	
he	said	the	office	is	in	need	of	multiple	technology	invest-
ments. Rokita laid out plans for a new document manage-
ment system, payment portal, Access Indiana integration 
and case management system. All of these are estimated 
to cost around $3 million.

Rokita legal filing to correct errors
 The legal saga between Attorney General Todd 
Rokita and a doctor who provided abortion healthcare to 
a	10-year-old	Ohio	rape	victim	continues	after	Rokita	filed	
a motion to block the dismissal in order to correct an “er-
ror” (Downard, Capital Chronicle). A court ruling from that 
case said that Rokita violated the law during a televised 
appearance in which he called the healthcare provider an 
“abortion	activist	acting	as	a	doctor.”	Rokita’s	filing	called	
the	judge’s	order	an	“erroneous	finding.”	Following	his	ap-
pearance on Fox News, the Consumer Protection Division 
of	the	Attorney	General’s	Office	received	complaints	echo-
ing his comments about Caitlin Bernard, an Indianapolis 
OBGYN. “The information shared by the Attorney General 
with	the	citizenry	was	merely	that	his	office	was	investi-
gating suspected violations of Indiana law based on facts 
known	to	the	public,”	Rokita’s	filing	said.	“The	contrary	
finding	in	the	Court’s	Order	was	erroneous	and	should	be	
corrected.	Maintaining	public	confidence	in	the	Attorney	
General’s adherence to the law is of vital importance, and 
therefore it is also vitally important to correct an errone-

ous	judicial	finding	that	the	Attorney	General	violated	state	
law.”

Supreme Court to review abortion ruling
 The fate of Indiana’s Republican-backed abortion 
ban on Thursday goes before the state Supreme Court as 
it hears arguments on whether it violates privacy protec-
tions under the state constitution (Davies, AP). Abortions 
have been allowed to continue in the state since a county 
judge blocked the law from being enforced in September, 
a week after the law approved in August had taken effect. 
Indiana	became	the	first	state	to	enact	tighter	abortion	
restrictions after the U.S. Supreme Court eliminated fed-
eral protections by overturning Roe v. Wade in June. The 
arguments being made before the Indiana justices come 
after the top courts in two other conservative states split 
this month on similar state constitutional challenges to 
their abortion bans, with South Carolina’s ban being struck 
down and Idaho’s being upheld in the latest examples of 
the patchwork of state laws now in place. The Indiana 
ban, which eliminated the licenses for all abortion clinics 
in the state, includes exceptions allowing abortions at hos-
pitals in cases of rape and incest, before 10 weeks post-
fertilization; to protect the life and physical health of the 
mother; and if a fetus is diagnosed with a lethal anomaly.

Transgender ban case dropped
 A lawsuit challenging an Indiana law that prohibits 
transgender students from competing in girls school sports 
was dropped Wednesday just weeks before it was to be 
heard by a federal appeals court (AP). A federal judge in 
Indianapolis ruled against the law in August and granted 
a preliminary injunction allowing a 10-year-old transgen-
der girl to rejoin her school’s all-girls softball team in the 
Indianapolis Public Schools district. But the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Indiana, which represented the girl, and 
the	state	attorney	general’s	office	filed	court	documents	
Wednesday to dismiss the lawsuit because the girl recently 
enrolled in a charter school not operated by the district. v

https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2023/01/19/rokita-files-to-correct-court-error-finding-he-violated-indiana-law/


Sec. Pete gets more
attention in Cabinet
By JACK COLWELL
South Bend Tribune
 SOUTH BEND – Secretary of Transportation Pete 

Buttigieg gets more national at-
tention than any other Cabinet 
member.
     Q. Is that good for the for-
mer South Bend mayor? Or bad, 
considering he’s so often on the 
news talking about transportation 
problems with everything from 
planes and trains to the global 
supply chain?
     A. Good. Think back to specu-
lation that Buttigieg would sink 
into relative national obscurity in 

what was viewed as a back-burner post in the Cabinet. 
 Q. But isn’t something like stranded Southwest 
Airlines passengers in Christmas travel harmful to Butti-
gieg’s image as transportation secretary?
 A. The way Fox News and the Bernie Sanders 
people portray it, yes. But anyone looking at facts rather 
than just at a chance to slam Buttigieg won’t hold the 
transportation secretary responsible 
for the pre-Christmas blizzard and 
Southwest management failing to 
upgrade outdated computer technol-
ogy. Buttigieg quickly and frequently 
stressed that the airline would be 
required to compensate stranded 
passengers,	threatened	fines	and	
harshly criticized airline executives.
 Q. Yeah, but hasn’t his repu-
tation been tarnished as Fox contin-
ues to bring up problems like, say, 
the 2021 supply chain disruption?
 A. In a recent Fox interview, 
he noted how Fox and some other 
media outlets predicted in 2021 that 
“Christmas was going to be can-
celled” because of all the goods so 
stalled. Instead, retailers enjoyed 
record sales and Christmas came 
after all. His response to that and 
other criticisms went viral. The interviewer was befuddled. 
Viewers were impressed.
 Q. Still, why does he keep going on Fox when he 
knows he’ll face hostile questions?
 A. Because he usually comes out ahead with his 
cool, concise and factual responses. Most Democrats fear 
going on Fox more than going for a root canal. Buttigieg, 

going back to his spectacular presidential campaign, has 
come out ahead with the appearances. A Fox News town 
hall got his campaign zooming before the Iowa caucuses.
     Q. Would Buttigieg stand a chance of winning the 
nomination – if Biden doesn’t run?
      A. All the attention to Buttigieg in handling 
transportation problems and handing out billions for long-
needed infrastructure projects has boosted his stock as a 
possible 2024 Democratic presidential nominee – if Biden 
doesn’t seek reelection. A recent ranking of prospects in 
The Hill placed Buttigieg right after Vice President Kamala 
Harris as a possible nominee.
      Q. Would Harris be a heavy favorite – if Biden 
doesn’t run?
      A. The Hill notes that Democratic strategists worry 
that she hasn’t built a strong platform as vice president, 
while Buttigieg has “a solid two years” with all the an-
nouncements	of	projects	financed	through	bipartisan	
passage of the infrastructure bill. Listed third, after Harris 
and Buttigieg, was Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, who 
had “one of the best election nights of anyone in the mid-
terms.”
      Q. Any other rating of prospects?
      A. Yes. An earlier Washington Post survey placed 
Buttigieg ahead of Harris, Buttigieg as the top prospect – 
if Biden doesn’t run.
      Q. Will Biden run?
      A. His announcement of candidacy is expected 

soon, though pos-
sibly delayed by 
blunders over clas-
sified	documents,	
something that 
diminishes effective-
ness of the issue of 
Donald Trump’s more 
egregious handling 
of secret documents. 
If Biden runs, he will 
again be the nomi-
nee. Biden likely was 
the only Democrat 
who could have 
beaten Trump in the 
close 2020 race. That 
could again be the 
situation.
     Q. If Biden for 
some reason doesn’t 

run, would Buttigieg have a chance to win the presidency?
      A. A chance? Sure. But not necessarily a good 
chance. The odds are long for any contender other than 
an incumbent president to take the two giant steps of 
nomination and victory in the fall. But Buttigieg has been 
boosted, not diminished as a prospect, for now or for 
farther in the future, by being in the spotlight in a Cabinet 
post he has taken off the back burner.  v
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increases the productivity of the economy may pay for 
itself. Second, some types of spending are designed to 
avoid higher long-term costs. 
 For example, it took us about 50 years to pay off 
our debt for crushing Hitler and freeing half the world, a 
bargain	at	twice	the	price.	Third,	financial	public	debt	is	
readily observable and can be addressed pretty quickly. 
Other types of debt take much longer to recognize, act 
upon and have the remedy take effect.
 Infrastructure or equipment debt can be very 
costly	to	fix	and	can	take	decades	to	catch	up.	That’s	why	
so many of America’s cities still have poor water systems, 
bad roads and decaying buildings. This type of debt made 
us unprepared to face Hitler’s mechanized army in 1941 
and emboldened the Soviets in the 1970s. Our military 
capital	deficit	of	the	1930s	and	1970s	cost	us	more	over	
the long term to defeat those enemies. Again, it is the 
youngest among us who bear the burden of any debt.
 The most economically challenging type of 
deficit	lies	in	providing	inadequate	services.	Places	with	
poor policing are abandoned as people vote with their 
feet. Anyone who visited New York City in the 1980s, or 
Portland, Oregon, today can readily observe the economic 
damage of poor local services. But, crime rates can be 
reversed in a decade or two. The effects of inadequate 
education persist for a lifetime.
 The single hardest public debt to fully remediate is 
inadequate education. This should seem obvious, but for 
individuals, the window of obtaining secondary and post-
secondary education is very narrow. Missing that window 
may mean a half-century or more of lower earnings and 
less certain employment. For cities and states, a short-
fall in educated citizens is even more damaging. Poorly 
educated workers typically don’t migrate to other cities or 
states. So, every young adult who is poorly educated re-
mains local. Inadequate education becomes a half-century 
problem for communities. That’s roughly equivalent to the 
time it took to pay off the debt of winning World War II, 
and education would’ve been far less expensive to pro-
vide.
 Just to be clear, my argument here isn’t about any 
single political party or political movement. At the federal 
level, Republicans and Democrats alike are content to run 
up public debt. It is the most bipartisan of political activi-
ties. Still, some of the debt comes in the form of stagger-
ing	financial	debt,	while	some	of	it	comes	in	the	form	of	
too little infrastructure investment.
 At the state level, the Democrats tend to dominate 
politics	in	places	with	the	worst	financial	debt;	Chicago,	
Detroit, and Massachusetts come to mind. However, the 
GOP dominates in places that underprovide public servic-
es; Mississippi, West Virginia and Alabama come to mind.  
 But, even these stereotypes have big exceptions.
 Iowa and Utah have long had very good schools, 
and are both solidly red states. Vermont, which routinely 
elects	a	socialist	senator,	is	a	low	financial	debt-burdened	
state.	Meanwhile,	deeply	Republican	Alabama	has	high	fi-

3 types of  public debt
By MICHAEL HICKS
 MUNCIE – There are three types of public debt. 
Each imposes some risks to the economic fortunes of the 
nation or a state. Each type differs in important ways. 
Each can be politically manipulated to make searing, but 
often mistaken, points. Indeed, it requires a rare level of 
political integrity to speak of them with equal concern.
	 The	first	type	of	public	debt	is	the	one	we’ve	all	
heard about. It is too much spending matched with too 

little tax collections. The federal 
government can accrue debt easily 
since it can let bonds. State and 
local governments can also accrue 
by borrowing on municipal bond 
markets or underfunding pensions.
  Both of these debts are 
common. They are readily ob-
servable and easy to criticize as 
thoughtless disregard for future 
generations.
  The second type of debt 
is too little infrastructure or capital 

spending. This might take the form of poorly maintained 
roads or water and sewer systems. It may be deferred 
maintenance on government buildings or the use of anti-
quated equipment, software or vehicles. This sort of debt 
doesn’t appear on balance sheets, but its effects are real. 
Later generations bear the burden of this type of public 
debt,	just	as	they	do	financial	debt.
 The third type of government debt lies in provid-
ing inadequate public services. This is mostly comprised 
of national defense, schooling, policing, and public health. 
Again,	this	deficit	doesn’t	appear	in	balance	sheets	of	
national	or	state	fiscal	health,	but	it	does	appear	in	the	
economic data. In particular, underspending on schools, 
public safety and health all appear in data on educational 
attainment,	crime	rates,	fire	deaths,	and	health	of	a	state	
or county’s population.
 Too little spending on national defense always af-
fects	young	people.	It	is	they	who	bear	the	cost	of	conflict.	
Young people also bear the costs of too little education, 
too much crime or poor public health. Indeed, all types 
of public debt are effectively transfers of wealth from the 
future to our present selves.
 All three of these types of public debt can 
slow economic growth, but the effects are far different. 
Despite what you often hear in public discussion, the least 
economically	damaging	of	these	is	financial	debt.	Though	
worries about public debt are certainly warranted, dollar 
for	dollar,	the	economic	consequence	of	financial	debt	is	
likely the smallest of the three. The reasons for this should 
be obvious.
 First, some public debt is undertaken wisely, just 
like a low-interest rate home mortgage. Public debt that 
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get paid and below which the other half of the workers will 
be paid.  
 Let’s say the top gun gets paid $150,000 per year. 
The No. 2 gets $75,000, the other eight get $30,000 each. 
That’s a total payroll of $465,000 for 10 employees or an 
average (mean) annual wage of $46,500. Yet the median 
pay is $30,000. That’s $16,500 (35%) below the IEDC-
advertised average. 
 From what I hear, governor, you’re not the 
type who intentionally misleads or lies to the people of 
Indiana. But by using the average (mean), rather than the 
median	figure,	you’ve	been	passing	on	some	real	whoppers	
over the years. 
 If I might have just a bit more of your attention, 
let me note the average (mean) annual pay for all occupa-
tions in Indiana in 2021 was $50,440 (37th in the na-
tion) or $12,110 (32%) above the median Hoosier pay of 
$38,330 (39th among the 50 states). 
	 With	just	two	years	left	in	your	term	of	office,	
you said you were going to work harder than ever for all 

Hoosiers. Maybe 
you could get 
IEDC and your 
staff to give you 
the most ac-
curate, realistic 
numbers. Then 
the people of 
Indiana would 
not continue to 
be misled by ex-
cess enthusiasm 
and just plain 
ignorance.  
  Thank you 
and good luck. 
v

Mr. Marcus is an economist. Reach him at morton-
jmarcus@yahoo.com. Follow him and John Guy on 
Who Gets What? wherever podcasts are available or 
at mortonjohn.libsyn.com. 

A note to Gov. Holcomb
By MORTON J. MARCUS
 INDIANAPOLIS — Dear Mr. Governor, 
 Normally, I don’t write to you. I write to the peo-
ple of Indiana and you may never see my weekly homily. 

But this week is different. A few 
days ago, you gave your “State of 
the State” address to the General 
Assembly. It was a nice talk and 
very well presented. 
 You had some good ideas for our 
state, but, and this is awkward 
for me to say, you don’t have a 
staff that keeps you from making 
the same mistake time after time. 
You’re not the only governor who 
makes this mistake. I’ve known 
them all from Gov. Whitcomb on-
wards and they all 

make the same mistake. 
 Now, many Hoosiers would think 
that if Indiana governors all make the same 
mistake, it can’t be a mistake at all. OK! I’ll 
yield. It’s not a mistake; it’s a misleading 
statistic that tends to falsify reality.  
 Almost always the Indiana Econom-
ic Development Corporation (IEDC – bless 
their hearts) tells us the average wage go-
ing	to	be	paid	by	a	firm	they	have	arranged	
(lured, bribed) to open or expand in Indi-
ana.  
 Most of the media (bless their 
hearts) regurgitate the press release be-
cause they don’t have the time or energy to 
remember that the average is the mean of 
a	set	of	numbers.	It	can	be	heavily	influenced	by	extreme	
(high or low) values.  
 The median, however, tells a different, more 
meaningful story (if you’ll excuse a little pun there). The 
median is the wage above which half of the employees will 

nancial debt. West Virginia barely invested in people when 
the state was run by Democrats, and the new GOP major-
ity has continued that pattern.
 The point of this column is to help spark a 
more thoughtful discussion about taxation and public 
spending. Taxes are the price of public services and infra-
structure. Despite what many folks think, businesses and 
households are not oblivious to the quality of those public 
services. Political leaders who focus only on one type of 
debt	–	be	it	fiscal,	infrastructure	or	public	services	–	do	a	
disservice to taxpayers.
 I suspect the main reason that higher-tax places 

grow faster than low-tax places is that the elected leaders 
of those places are more transparent. They treat their con-
stituents with enough respect to tell them the truth about 
taxes. Most importantly, they collect enough taxes so there 
is	little	public	debt	of	any	type	–	financial,	infrastructure	or	
services. v

Michael J. Hicks, PhD, is the director of the Cen- 
ter for Business and Economic Research and the 
George and Frances Ball distinguished professor of 
economics in the Miller College of Business at Ball 
State University.
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Teacher pauses
Dr. Suess
 By KELLY HAWES
CNHI News Bureau
 ANDERSON – Erika Beras, co-host of National Pub-
lic Radio’s “Planet Money,” traveled to Shale Elementary 
School north of Columbus, Ohio, to visit the third-grade 

classroom of teacher Mandy 
Robek.
 “All kinds of real-world 
concepts that adults struggle 
with are woven into kid’s books, 
including economics,” Beras told 
her audience. “Today on the 
show,	what	happens	when	‘Plan-
et Money’ tries to teach eco-
nomics using children’s books.”
 To put together a list of 
books for the exercise, Beras 
had contacted a number of 
economists.

 Erin Kaplan, who studies labor markets at the Uni-
versity of Southern California, recommended “Put Me In 
The Zoo” by Robert Lopshir. Damon Jones, an economist 
at the University of Chicago, recommended “Sarah Cynthia 
Sylvia Stout Would Not Take the Garbage Out” from the 
book “Where the Sidewalk Ends” by Shel Silverstein.
 By the time the class 
got to the last book on her list, 
Beras had been with the students 
for about seven hours, through 
math lessons and recess and lots 
of	other	books.	That	final	book,	
”The Sneetches” by Dr. Seuss, 
had been recommended by three 
different economists.
 “They said this book is 
about so much,” Beras told her 
audience. “Preferences and class, 
open markets, entrepreneurship, 
discrimination and economic loss. 
Some game theory in there, too.”
 Beras summarized the 
story. “The star-bellied Sneetches 
live the good life, and the non-
starred Sneetches do not,” she 
said. “The star-bellied Sneetches 
don’t let the plain-bellied Sneetch-
es come to their frankfurter roast, 
picnics or parties or marshmallow 
toasts.”
 As Robek read, one stu-
dent observed that the star-bellied 
Sneetches seemed kind of mean. 

“They	got	to	fight	back,”	another	suggested.
 A student named Noah joined the discussion. 
“It’s almost like what happened back then,” he said. “How 
people were treated, like, disrespected. ...”
 “I think that book was made in that time,” another 
student said.
 “Like, white people disrespected Black people, but 
then, they might stand up in the book,” Noah said.
 Robek continued the story. “Then Sylvester Mc-
Monkey McBean put together a very peculiar machine,” 
she	read.	“And	he	said,	‘You	want	stars	like	a	star-belly	
Sneetch? My friends, you can have them for $3 each.’”
 Pretty soon the stars weren’t so special any 
more, and again, McBean was there to cash in, this time 
with his brand new star-off machine. “Then, of course, 
from then on, as you probably guessed, things really got 
into a horrible mess,” Robek read.
 It was at this point that Amanda Beeman stood 
up. An assistant communications director for the school 
district, she had been in the classroom throughout the day. 
“Sorry,” she said. “Can I pause this?”
 Beeman had grown uncomfortable with the story. 
“I just feel like this isn’t teaching anything about econom-
ics, and this is a little bit more about differences with race 
and everything like that,” she said. “So do you mind, Mrs. 
Robek, if we pause this book?”
	 Beras	briefly	objected,	but	Beeman	was	insistent.	
“OK. I just … as someone … I just don’t think that this is 
going to be the discussion that we wanted to have around 
economics,” she says. “So I’m sorry. We’re going to cut 

this one off.”
 The kids just sat there, 
staring at the adults in the room.
 “So is there anything else 
that we can pivot to?” Beeman 
asked.
 “I have lots of books,” 
Robek responded.
 The kids didn’t seem 
interested in another book. 
They wanted to know about the 
Sneetches. “I don’t even know 
what happens in the story,” one 
said.
Beeman was steadfast.
 “You know what?” she 
said. “I think that’s one that 
maybe we can ask, you know, 
with our parents at home.” And 
that, it turned out, was the end 
of the discussion. Some things, I 
guess, you just can’t talk about 
in school. v
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Analyzing 2023
gubernatorial races
By J. MILES COLEMAN
 CHARLOTTSVILLE, Va. – With the 2022 midterms 
finally	in	the	books,	it’s	time	to	start	looking	to	the	2024	
presidential race.
 Just kidding. 
 While we will have no shortage of 2024 content on 
tap, 2023 will see many of its own elections. In our own 
backyard, this November’s legisla-
tive races in Virginia, where each 
party narrowly controls a chamber 
of the legislature, will have implica-
tions for the commonwealth. Demo-
crats	may	be	feeling	more	confident	after	Tuesday	night,	
as	they	flipped	a	marginal	state	Senate	seat	in	the	Virginia	
Beach area. With the legislative session now underway, 
this will up their majority in the chamber from a bare 21-
19 to 22-18.
 Looking elsewhere, our neighboring common-
wealth, Kentucky, as well as a pair of states in the Deep 
South, will elect governors this year.
 Of the three states seeing governors races this 
year, Kentucky will likely see the most vigorous two-party 
competition. Four years ago, Kentucky voters ousted an 
unpopular governor from a popular party. This year, the 
Bluegrass State will weigh whether to keep a popular gov-
ernor from an unpopular party.
 In 2019, then-state Attorney General Andy 
Beshear (D) narrowly beat then-incumbent Gov. 
Matt Bevin (R). Bevin was originally elected in 2015 
to replace Beshear’s father, who was term-limited as 
governor. Bevin, an anti-establishment conservative, 
burnt a few too many bridges during his term and, 
despite the state’s friendly lean, was weighed down 
by poor approval ratings.
 Now, facing reelection himself, Beshear 
is in essentially the opposite situation as Bevin was 4 
years ago. According to Morning Consult’s April 2022 
polling, Beshear was the most popular Democratic 
governor in the country. In Morning Consult’s more 
recent October 2022 poll, he retained that title. But 
Kentucky is also the reddest state (by 2020 presi-
dential results) that currently has a Democratic governor 
-- so, as impressive as Beshear’s approvals are, they are 
not necessarily enough to guarantee reelection.
	 On	Friday,	filing	for	the	gubernatorial	contest	
closed. On the Republican side, about a dozen candidates, 
including	three	current	statewide	officials,	filed	to	run	in	
the May 16 primary. Though Kentucky has the earliest 
primary of the 3 states that will elect governors this year – 
in other words, Republicans won’t be beating up on each 
other into the fall, as has been the case in recent Louisiana 
races (more on that later) – state GOP consultant Scott 

Jennings quipped that “crazy things” could happen.
 Still, the nominal frontrunner in the Republican 
contest is Daniel Cameron, who currently holds Beshear’s 
old job as state Attorney General. Cameron, a Black Re-
publican who is 37 and has connections to Senate Minority 
Leader	Mitch	McConnell	(R-KY),	first	ran	for	office	in	2019	
– he easily defeated then-state Rep. Greg Stumbo, an 
Appalachian Democrat who had a lengthy resume in state 
politics. As Beshear did with Bevin, Cameron has battled 
the	governor	while	in	office,	most	notably	on	COVID	mea-
sures. Shortly after Cameron entered the race, last May, 
he received Donald Trump’s endorsement.

  The other statewide 
Republicans who are running for 
a promotion are Auditor Mike 
Harmon and Agriculture Commis-
sioner	Ryan	Quarles.	Harmon	first	

got	to	office	in	something	of	an	upset,	defeating	then-
Auditor Adam Edelen, who was thought to be a rising star 
in state Democratic politics (Edelen later lost to Beshear in 
the 2019 gubernatorial primary). Quarles has fundraised 
competitively with Cameron, while Harmon’s totals have 
been less impressive. Kelly Knight Craft, who served in the 
Trump Administration as ambassador to Canada and then 
to the United Nations, is another serious Republican. Craft 
is both a billionaire and an ample fundraiser, so money 
should not be an issue for her campaign.
 Beshear, although he is expected to win his pri-
mary easily, will have two opponents, the more notable of 
whom is Geoff Young. A perennial candidate, Young has 

been denounced by fellow Democrats for, among other 
things, his pro-Vladimir Putin stances. In any case, the 
non-Beshear vote in the primary will likely be a protest 
vote more than anything else.
 Aside from the potential for a chaotic Republican 
primary, there are more local factors working in Beshear’s 
favor. In 2017, the Crystal Ball looked at the types of politi-
cal implications that natural disasters can have. Governors 
who are perceived to handle disasters well often get an 
electoral boost. Last year, though he was already favored, 
Gov. Ron DeSantis’s (R-FL) response to Hurricane Ian 
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likely padded his margin. Since 2019, Kentucky has been 
hit by tornadoes in the west, while the Appalachian east 
has	seen	historic	flooding.	Beshear’s	responses	to	the	
state’s crises have enabled him to cultivate something of a 
postpartisan image.
 The 2022 election cycle, at least in terms of its 
partisan results, was not especially kind to Kentucky 
Democrats: though they retained representation in the 
federal delegation by holding the open and very Demo-
cratic Louisville-based KY-3, Republicans expanded their 
already-robust majority in the state House – the GOP 
captured 80 of the chamber’s 100 seats. But the result of 
one of last year’s state referendums may give Democrats 
more encouragement. Amendment 2 was supported by 
many prominent Republicans – if passed, it would have 
confirmed	that	the	state	constitution	does	not	guarantee	a	
right to abortion. Amendment 2 failed by close to 5 points, 
as Map 1 shows on page 16.
 Though the status of abortion in Kentucky is 
being settled in the courts, from a purely electoral per-
spective, the anti-Amendment 2 vote may provide some-
thing of a template for a Beshear win this year. The state’s 
two largest counties, Louisville’s Jefferson and Lexington’s 
Fayette, both voted over 70% against the amendment 
– in 2019, Beshear himself received about two-thirds of 
the vote in each of those large counties. (Those are the 
pockets of dark blue on the map.) The three northernmost 
counties, which are in Cincinnati’s orbit, also voted, in 
aggregate, against Amendment 2. Beshear’s overperfor-
mance in northern Kentucky was key to his two previous 
statewide wins. It is hard to transfer every element of a 
referendum to an actual partisan contest, but a similar 
vote in Kansas last summer presaged Gov. Laura Kelly’s 
(D-KS) victory in another red state.
 Considering the governor’s personal popularity and 
the potential for uncertainty in the Republican primary, we 
are starting Beshear off as a slight favorite and calling the 
Kentucky contest Leans Democratic.
 Going alphabetically to the next state up this year, 
the author’s home state of Louisiana will be a considerably 
harder hold for Democrats. In 2015, Republican missteps 
gave then-state Rep. John Bel Edwards (D) an opening. 
Edwards has his own strengths as a candidate – for one, 
his opposition to abortion rights was electorally helpful 
– but he was running against a personally disliked Repub-
lican in a race to replace a deeply unpopular Republican. 
In 2019, Edwards, who kept healthy approval ratings, won 
reelection despite Trump’s efforts against him. But with the 
incumbent term limited this year – he could run again, but 
must wait four years (something the late governor Edwin 
Edwards was fond of doing) – Democrats are struggling to 
find	an	Edwards-caliber	replacement.
 As a refresher, under the state’s jungle primary 
system, candidates from all parties will appear on the 
same October ballot and a runoff occurs is no one clear 
50%.
 Last week, Sen. John Kennedy (R-LA), who was 

just reelected to a second term in the Senate, ruled out a 
run. Though this was our expectation – there was also buzz 
of a 2019 Kennedy run that ultimately went nowhere – 
Kennedy’s absence will likely act as a green light for others 
to enter the race.
 For now, state Attorney General Jeff Landry is 
the	leading	Republican	in	the	field.	A	bombastic	Cajun,	he	
served a term in Congress as a Tea Party-aligned candidate 
before	winning	his	current	office	in	2015.	Landry	has	been	
a thorn in the side of the governor, suing the administration 
on	matters	ranging	from	COVID	measures	to	fiscal	policy.
 Last month, Landry convinced the state party’s 
central committee to endorse him – that makes him, in 
effect,	the	official	GOP	nominee.	Given	the	jungle	primary	
system, it’s common for Louisiana’s two major parties 
to wait until the runoff stage of the election to formally 
endorse candidates. While this may help establish Landry’s 
status as a frontrunner, other Republicans have decried the 
endorsement as insider-politicking.
 State Treasurer John Schroder and state Senate 
Republican leader Sharon Hewitt are viewed by some as 
conservatives who lack some of Landry’s baggage. Schro-
der is already in the race while Hewitt is reportedly consid-
ering a run.
 On Monday, Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser (R), who was 
widely expected to run, surprised state politicos by an-
nouncing that he’d run for reelection. The chief job of the 
lieutenant governor is to promote tourism, which often 
involves attending festivals – so we can’t say we really 
blame him for wanting to stay put. In any case, Nungesser 
is on decidedly better terms with the governor than Landry 
is, and his absence leaves the center-right lane open.
 Rep. Garret Graves (R, LA-6) would seem the 
likeliest potential candidate from the state’s House delega-
tion: he has a sizable war chest and hails from a district 
that already covers the state’s three most populous media 
markets. During last week’s votes for speaker, he negoti-
ated with the holdouts on behalf of now-Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy (R, CA-20). Graves may face some pressure from 
leadership	to	stay	in	the	House,	though:	if	any	flair-ups	
with the conference’s more rebellious members arise, Mc-
Carthy would probably prefer to have Graves in DC than in 
Baton Rouge.
	 Louisiana	has	one	of	the	latest	filing	dates	in	the	
country (this year, it will be Aug. 10), so legislators from 
either side have time to consider the race. For now, Shawn 
Wilson, who is serving as Edwards’s transportation secre-
tary, may be the most obvious Democratic candidate. State 
Democratic Party Chair Katie Bernhardt is also reportedly 
considering the race.
 We are starting Louisiana off as Likely Republican. 
Essentially, Louisiana may be a mirror image of Maryland: 
last year, popular Gov. Larry Hogan (R-MD) was term-lim-
ited  – Hogan, like Edwards, had proven crossover appeal, 
but once he was off the ballot, the state reverted to its 
usual partisanship. v



John Krull, Statehouse File: The early skirmishing 
over who will be the Republican candidate for Indiana’s 
U.S. Senate seat in 2024 demonstrates—conclusively—that 
the GOP of Ronald Reagan is dead and gone. Reagan 
famously set forth what he called the 11th com-
mandment: “Thou shalt not speak ill of another 
Republican.” Reagan delivered that pronounce-
ment because he knew the GOP needed all the 
votes it could get. If the Republican Party did 
not present a united front to the world, Republi-
can candidates would lose. The Gipper’s political 
wisdom	has	been	confirmed	in	many	campaigns,	
including here in Indiana. The last time a Democrat pre-
vailed in a Senate race was in 2012. That seat had been a 
lock for Republicans for nearly 40 years. Richard Lugar had 
served for six terms. He would have cruised to a seventh 
if rightwing ideologues hadn’t torn the party to shreds in 
a nasty primary that allowed Richard Mourdock to emerge 
as the GOP standard-bearer. Democrat Joe Donnelly ended 
up winning in the November general election. 
 A few years later, I talked with Donnelly about 
that campaign. Donnelly genially acknowledged that Lugar 
would have beaten him. The hard-right ideologues did the 
dirty work for the Democrats and seized defeat from the 
jaws of victory. They may be about to do it again. Just a 
few days ago, the Club for Growth, a conservative politi-
cal action committee, launched an attack ad blasting Mitch 
Daniels, the just-retired Purdue University president and 
a former two-term Republican Indiana governor. Daniels 
is considering a Senate run. The ad slammed Daniels for 
being	a	“moderate”	and	having	no	fight	left	in	him.	Ironies	
and idiocies abound regarding the ad. Let’s just deal with 
the biggest ones. The president for the Club for Growth is 
former Indiana Republican congressman David McIntosh. 
McIntosh also was the Republican gubernatorial candi-
date in 2000. He ran against a vulnerable incumbent, the 
late Democratic Gov. Frank O’Bannon. In a year in which 
George W. Bush reclaimed the White House for the GOP, 
McIntosh managed to lose in a red state. His defeat came 
about because he demonstrated he had the same depth 
of understanding of how to run a statewide race as your 
average gerbil. 
 A joke during that campaign went like this: Any 
undecided voter who meets Frank O’Bannon walks away 
an O’Bannon voter. And any undecided voter who meets 
David McIntosh walks away an O’Bannon voter. Four years 
later, Daniels ran against Democrat Joe Kernan, who had 
become	governor	when	O’Bannon	died	in	office.	Kernan	
was an impressive candidate—a genuine war hero whose 
service as mayor of South Bend had been well-regarded 
before he became lieutenant governor. But Daniels beat 
him and, four years later, won again when Barack Obama 
so energized Democrats that he moved Indiana into the 
blue column in the presidential race. v

Aaron Blake, Washington Post: The new Repub-
lican House majority apparently felt it had to put Reps. 

Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and George Santos (R-N.Y.) 
on some committees. And in picking which ones, it appar-
ently aimed for (depending on your viewpoint) maximum 
irony or maximum trolling. We learned the committee 
assignments for both members late Tuesday. Greene, 

who was removed from her committees by all 
Democrats and 11 House Republicans in 2021, 
will sit on the Homeland Security Committee, 
as well as the Oversight Committee. Santos 
will serve on the Small Business Committee, 
as well as the Science Committee. The choice 
for Greene is particularly remarkable given her 

penchant not just for conspiracy theories, but conspiracy 
theories	specifically	involving	homeland	security.	v

Eric Schlosser, The Atlantic: On the morning of 
December 5, 2022, a large explosion occurred at Engels 
Air Base, about 500 miles southeast of Moscow. The air-
field	is	one	of	the	two	principal	bases	in	Russia	that	host	
long-range strategic bombers. TU-160 Blackjacks have 
been taking off from Engels for the past 10 months, carry-
ing	cruise	missiles	and	firing	them	at	cities	in	Ukraine.	The	
explosion was caused by a Ukrainian drone, and it report-
edly damaged two TU-95 Bears, enormous turbo-prop 
bombers that have been a symbol of the Kremlin’s air-
power since the early 1950s. But the attack had a broader 
significance	that	went	largely	unnoticed.	About	four	miles	
from the runway at Engels where the explosion occurred, 
a pair of underground bunkers is likely to contain nuclear 
warheads, with a capacity to store hundreds of them. The 
drone attack on Engels was a milestone in military history: 
the	world’s	first	aerial	assault	on	a	nuclear	base.	There	
was little chance of a nuclear detonation, even from a di-
rect	hit	on	the	heavily	fortified	bunkers.	Nevertheless,	the	
presence of nuclear warheads at a base routinely used by 
Russian bombers for attacks on Ukraine is a reminder of 
how dangerous this war remains. On December 26, Engels 
was struck by another Ukrainian drone, which killed three 
servicemen. The invasion of Ukraine has been accompa-
nied from the outset by Russian threats to use nuclear 
weapons.	This	Russian	propaganda	has	been	amplified	
and endorsed by an unusual assortment of people in the 
United States, including the Fox News commentator Tucker 
Carlson, Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, the Democratic So-
cialists of America, and the Columbia University economist 
Jeffrey Sachs. The propaganda absolves Russia, blames 
the United States for the war, and has four main tenets: 
first,	that	a	long-standing	American	effort	to	bring	Ukraine	
into NATO poses a grave threat to Russian security. 
Second, that American shipments of weapons to Ukraine 
have	prolonged	the	fighting	and	caused	needless	suffering	
among civilians. Third, that American support for Ukraine 
is just a pretext for seeking the destruction of Russia. And, 
finally,	that	American	policies	could	soon	prove	responsible	
for causing an all-out nuclear war. Those arguments are 
based on lies. v
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Hoosier kid vax
rate below adults 
  INDIANAPOLIS —  Hoosier 
children are being vaccinated at a 
significantly	lower	rate	than	adults,	
according to a report from former IU 
sociologist Jessica Calarco (Molina, 
Indiana Public Media). The report 
is part of a larger study Calarco has 
been conducting since the beginning 
of the pandemic. The current report, 
“Parents’ Perspectives on Children and 
COVID-19”, compares Indiana parents 
to parents nation-
ally. “Most parents, 
especially white 
parents and parents 
with children without 
pre-existing condi-
tions, younger par-
ents, tended to kind of not see this as 
a big threat,” said Calarco, who now 
teaches at the University of Wisconsin. 
While the report was conducted earlier 
in 2022, near the peak of the Omi-
cron	wave,	Calarco	said	the	findings	
are even more relevant today. “As the 
pandemic has progressed, and espe-
cially as the sort of public response 
has died down,” she said. “We’ve sort 
of seen more and more families push-
ing in the direction of taking fewer 
steps to keep themselves and their 
kids safe.” While Hoosiers are choos-
ing not to vaccinate their children for 
many reasons, the report listed three 
prominent ones. “One key factor was 
this early messaging that discouraged 
parents from sort of seeing COVID as 
a serious threat to their families,” Ca-
larco said. “I think another key piece 
here was sort of the misinformation 
around vaccines.”

50 catalytic
converters stolen
  INDIANAPOLIS – It’s a 
widespread problem across Central 
Indiana, targeting anyone who drives 
a car. Thieves are stealing catalytic 
converters and it could cost you thou-
sands of dollars for repairs (WRTV).
 “For the customer its $2,000 to 

$3,000 to replace but for the thief, 
it’s only 30 seconds to a minute,” Kyle 
Reasner with Rightway Automotive 
said. WRTV pulled IMPD police re-
ports, which show at least 50 catalytic 
converters have been stolen already 
this month.

Snyder has hearing
at 7th Circuit
  CHICAGO — Just more 
than a year after former Republican 
Portage Mayor James Snyder was 
granted the right to remain out of 

prison while appealing his federal 
bribery and tax violation convic-
tions, the 44-year-old was given 
his day in court (Kasarda, NWI 
Times). Defense attorney Andréa 
E. Gambino argued Wednesday 
morning that the 7th Circuit Court 

of Appeals in Chicago should vacate 
Snyder’s convictions, in part, because 
of what she claims was a government 
intrusion into the attorney-client rela-
tionship as it pertains to the seizure 
of Snyder’s personal and professional 
email accounts as part of the criminal 
investigation. Gambino did not have a 
specific	response,	agreeing	instead	to	
the judge’s suggestion that the panel 
presume harm was done.

Baxmeyer responds
to Glenn report
 SOUTH BEND – Indiana State 
Police cleared former St. Joseph Coun-
ty Clerk Rita Glenn of any wrongdoing 
after she was accused of tampering 
with absentee ballots during the May 
Primary Election (WNDU-TV). This 
issue returned to the spotlight right 
before the general election in Novem-
ber. 16 News Now spoke with Demo-
crat and Republican party leaders here 
in St. Joseph County to hear if they 
agree	with	the	state	police	findings	
or if they still have questions. Demo-
crats say they never had any doubts 
that the outcome of this investigation 
would	find	that	Rita	Glenn	hadn’t	done	
anything wrong, while Republicans 
admit that their keyholder for the 
absentee ballot room made a mistake.
 The state police investigation main-

tained what Democrats had been 
claiming ever since this issue resur-
faced last October, that Republican 
Ben Horvath is the one at fault for 
not being available and not assigning 
someone to carry out his duties when 
Glenn needed to access ballot rooms 
in May. St. Joseph County Commis-
sion President Carl Baxmeyer agreed 
with the report saying Horvath made a 
mistake and that he should have noti-
fied	another	member	of	his	party	that	
he wouldn’t be available. “It was a 
mistake, clearly,” Baxmeyer said. “He 
should	have	notified	somebody	that	
he was not going to be available that 
morning. He failed to do that, and that 
was an error on his part. There’s no 
doubt about that.” County Democratic 
Party Chair Diana Hess told 16 News 
Now that these unfounded claims 
could have had a profound impact 
on the results of the County Clerk’s 
race. “I think it really was a problem 
and Rita had impeccable integrity 
and served honorably and was a hard 
worker in the county for many years 
and to have her integrity questioned 
that way was very hurtful,” Hess said.

U.S. to hit debt
limit today
  WASHINGTON — The United 
States is expected to hit a congres-
sionally imposed borrowing limit on 
Thursday, requiring the Treasury De-
partment to engage in accounting ma-
neuvers to ensure the federal govern-
ment can keep paying its bills (New 
York Times). The milestone of hitting 
the country’s $31.4 trillion debt cap is 
the product of decades of tax cuts and 
increased government spending by 
both Republicans and Democrats. But 
at a moment of heightened partisan-
ship and divided government, it is also 
a warning of the entrenched parti-
san battles that are set to dominate 
Washington in the months to come, 
and that could end in economic shock. 
Newly empowered Republicans in the 
House have vowed that they will not 
raise the borrowing limit again unless 
President Biden agrees to steep cuts 
in federal spending. 
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